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POA MONTHLY MEETING 

Wednesday, February 15th  

at 7:30 PM  in the Center 

Attend, participate, stay for coffee and cake. 

POA CORNER 

 It's been another great year at Banyan Springs. 

Look around at what we have here and you 

should be very proud indeed.   

The major accomplishment of the year was the 

renovation of our Fitness Center. It now contains 

state-of-the-art equipment. Fahad, our trainer, 

makes the Center a complete package; all 

without an assessment. We still have Rules and 

Regulations that must be followed, i.e., wiping 

down equipment immediately after use. If a unit 

is being used simply notify the person using it 

that you would like to use it next. We do not 

want to have sign-up sheets on all the 

equipment. A simple, "Please let me know when 

you are finished,ó should do the job. 

As we enter a new year, we continue to upgrade 

our community. With todayõs economy we must 

be careful of what we spend. We have not raised 

our maintenance fees in the past three years nor 

have we had any assessments. We will be 

upgrading our Café, our poolside restrooms and 

showers this spring. We hope to continue this 

fine maintenance record and will continue to 

improve our facilities as needed. No major 

projects are scheduled for this year.  

By now most people are aware of the changes 

that are  taking place in our Beauty Salon. At the 

POAõs direction, during the month of January, 

Janet Odom will cease to operate the salon and 

Hillary Shaw, who operated the salon before 

Janet, will be returning to Banyan Springs.  

As its customers have noted, the salon has been  

 

Presidentsõ Day is intended to honor all the 

American presidents, but most significantly 

George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. 

Enjoy Presidentsõ week 

updated and remodeled, with the installation of 

a new washer, dryer, air conditioning  unit and 

most recently a new pedicure chair. This activity  

took place during Janetõs tenure. Recently the 

POA officers sought to secure the future 

operations of the updated facility by requiring 

Janet to sign a new lease. Unfortunately, after 

numerous conversations of encouragement by 

POA officers, Janet has indicated that a new 

lease was a responsibility that she would not 

want to undertake, a response which prompted 

the change. We want to thank Janet for her 

service and wish her all the best in the future as 

we welcome Hillary who has signed a lease. 

By now  you are aware of the POA Election results. 

The board thanks all the candidates who ran for 

office. We are always in need of  new faces with fresh 

ideas. We hope that the unsuccessful candidates will 

offer their services on some of our committees. 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL  

HAROLD FOX, BUSINESS MGR. AT 733ð 6883 

BANYAN BANNER 
Published monthly during season 

Ticket Sales, January 30th in the Center from 9 to 11 AM 
Checks only! 

Art Club  
Saturday, Feb. 11             Concert         $15 per member     $18 guests 
Saturday, Feb. 25        Trip      $  3 per member 
Menõs Club 
Sunday, Feb. 5         Super Bowl  $20 per person  
Sunday, Feb. 12         Breakfast      $10 per member     $13 guest 
Social Club 

Wednesday, Feb. 1        Meeting       $  5 per member      

Saturday, Feb. 4        Bingo            $  9 per person 

Wednesday  Feb. 8        Canasta            $  7 per member                 

Saturday, Feb. 18           Theater     $18 per member          $21 guest 

Sunday, Feb 26        Matinee     $15 per member        $18 guest 

Tennis Club     

Wednesday, Feb. 29       ITC          $20 per person 

Wednesday, March 14     Party      $22 per member     $27 guest 

Wellness Club 

February 1           Dues      $ 5 per person 

Womenõs Club          

Monday, Feb. 13        Breakfast    $10 per member     $11 guest 

Monday, Feb 27        Mature Driving   $10 per resident 

Yiddish Club   

Wednesday, Feb. 29                   Theater              $12 per member                $14 guest  

Emergency  Numbers 

Rescue, Medical, Fire ONLY               911 
Sheriffôs Office 24/7....................688-3400  
Maintenance, during office hrs....734-4511 
Maintenance, after hrs................693-5396  

BANYAN SPRINGS WEBSITE 

www.banyansprings.com  

COMMUNICATIONS LEADS TO UNDERSTANDING  
Bob Dow 

One of our residents approached me asking,  òIs there anything I can 

do to help clear up some of the misunderstanding that seems to 

permeate much of the conversation within the community?ó I 

responded, òMisunderstanding comes from lack of effective 

communication, the spreading of rumors and passing on erroneous 

informationó. The WW II Navy saying, "Loose lips sink ships" 

probably applies here.  

There is a story that I heard as a young man growing up in the West. 

One harvest worker was feverishly picking peas because he was paid 

for each complete bushel delivered to the truck. He needed every dollar 

he could get just to feed his family. He heard the whistle that ended the 

harvest day and his bushel was not full.  As he walked back to the 

truck, he continued to pick peas in hopes that he  might fill his basket.  

He looked up and saw an old man coming down his row, picking peas 

and putting them in his hat. His heart sank because he knew he would 

not complete his bushel. As they approached each other, he became 

very angry.  Just as he was ready to shout his displeasure, the old man 

dumped a hat full of peas into his bushel basket.  

Appearances can be misleading and things aren't always the way they 

appear. The old man who seems to be doing you wrong, may turn out to 

be a good friend about to give you a hat full of peas.  

In our community we must strive diligently to achieve communication that 

leads to understanding.        

Character is like a tree;   

reputation like a shadow.  

The shadow is what we think of it;  

the tree is the real thing.  

Abraham Lincoln  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/abrahamlin121094.html
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   From the Editor 
Barbara Wolfe 

BANYAN NOTES 

UNITED STATES GEOGRAPHIC TRIVIA 
Marvin Grey 

Which three states have names which  
begin with two consonants? 

We thank all our friends at Banyan for their calls and 
cards. Your love and friendship mean so much to us. 
This is truly a special community. 
Seymour and Sandy Schneider 

My daughter and I thank our friends at 
Banyan for the cards, donations and many 
phone calls on the passing of our beloved 
father and husband, Morton. These have 
helped us through these most difficult times. 
This is a wonderful place to live. The 
opportunities are endless and the residents are 
very special. 
Marcia, Lisa and Nancy Zeidman 

We would like to thank all our friends here in 

Banyan for their kind thoughts, calls, cards, 

and e-mails during a very difficult time for us.  

Because of your caring and support, life in this 

community is very special.  We love you all.  

Thanks.   

Rich and Cindie Clay 

Words cannot express my gratitude for your 
good wishes, cards, donations and prayers during 
my illness. I am proud and lucky to be a member 
of this caring community. Thank you so much. 
Audrey Arian 
 

We cannot thank our family at Banyan Springs 
enough for all their prayers, calls, support and best 
wishes during this very trying time in our lives. 
Mike and Elaine Schwartz 
 

It's impossible, it's just impossible to voice my 

thoughts. I want to convey thanks for your cards, 

flowers, good wishes and calls. You are Banyanites, 

that says it all. Love you,  

Yetta. 

Thanks to all those who sent cards and called to let    

me know of their sorrow upon hearing of Marvin's 

passing. We both loved the seventeen years we 

lived in Banyan. Good health to all. 

Thebe Drazin 

             My daughter-in-law sent me some thoughts 
for the new year and I thought that I would share 
them with you.  

"Yesterday I cleared dead leaves that clung in crevices 
in our garden. There were brown spots where leaves 
had blocked sunlight all summer long. On New Year's 
Day, as we clear away the old to make space for new 
growth, I thought of all the possibilities in my own life 
that have manifested themselves only after I cleared 
away the debris and opened myself to the 
transformative powers of sunlight. I think there are 
two parts to the magic that changes and heals. One is 
the act of protest, of knowing what needs to be hauled 
away and allowed to compost. The second is to open 
oneself to the sunlight, to allow the mysterious process of 
renewal to take place in our own hearts and minds."  

Here are some thoughts on this mysterious process. When 
you focus too much on what you want, the mind 
creates reasons why you canõt have it. This leads you 
to dwell on your weaknesses. The best way to avoid 
this is consciously focusing on gratitude. Mentally list 
everything for which you are grateful. Recall your past 
successes, unique skills, loving relationships and 
positive momentum. Youõll be amazed how much you 
have going for you.  

Physical fitness has a huge effect on self-confidence. If 
youõre out of shape, youõll feel insecure, unattractive 
and less energetic. By working out, you improve your 
physical appearance, energize yourself and accomplish 
something positive. Having the discipline to work out 
not only makes you feel better, it creates positive 
momentum that you can build on the rest of the day. 

Too often we get caught up in our own desires. Focus 
on the needs of other people. Stop thinking about 
yourself and concentrate on the contribution youõre 
making to your community. If you can do this, you 
wonõt worry as much about your own flaws. This will 
increase self-confidence and allow you to contribute 
with maximum efficiency. The more you contribute, 
the more youõll be rewarded. 

I hope sharing these thought with you will be as 
beneficial to you as thinking about them was to me. 
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Inside a mall, avoid darkened hallways and backroom 

areas, especially near closing time. Avoid using 

bathrooms that are in a back area of a mallõs concourse 

or department store. Find a bathroom near the mallõs 

food court or other well-populated area.  

Bustling through crowded malls carrying bags makes you 

an attractive target to snatch-and-run criminals.  Carry 

your wallet in your front pocket, rather than in the back 

or in your jacket. Hold your purse close to your body 

or sling it crosswise across your body. Always keep the 

front of your purse toward you. Couples should hold a 

purse between them. Consolidate your purchases into 

one or two large shopping bags so you can keep track of 

everything. Never leave your purse or purchases 

unattended.  

These tips will help to guarantee a safe and enjoyable 

shopping experience. Be alert and pay close attention to 

your surroundings. We are all strangers in a public 

setting. Criminal predators can walk right past us and 

not draw attention; they simply blend in. If you notice 

anything that appears suspicious, report it immediately 

to mall or store security. Most of all, stay safe.  

Shopping centers and malls are lucrative grounds for  

criminals. This is especially dangerous for the vulnerable 

senior citizen. The threat of physical assault increases 

when youõre in distant reaches of parking lots or other 

isolated areas. Recently, an elderly woman was attacked 

at a Publixõs shopping center. Fortunately, she only lost 

her purse; it could just as well have been her life.  

Shoppers should follow precautions to help ensure a safe 

shopping experience. Exercising a healthy dose of 

common sense will keep you safe and protect your 

valuables while you shop. Here are a few safety tips: 

Awareness is your best defense. With less daylight, 

youõll enter a mall while the sun is shining and leave after 

dark. Park in a lighted area close to the exits. Lock your 

car at all times. Do not leave valuables in plain sight; 

store your purchases in the trunk. After dark, ask a friend 

or family member to accompany you. If shopping alone, 

particularly if you are carrying bundles, ask a security 

guard or a store employee to walk you to your vehicle. 

Most malls and stores provide this service. Have your 

keys in hand when exiting. Look inside and under your 

car before entering it. Lock your doors quickly and leave. 

SECURITY KORNER 
Tony Scorsese 


